
City of Milton 
Deerfield Professional Centre    13000 Deerfield Parkway    Building 100, Suite 107 E    Milton, GA 30004 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  Board of Zoning Appeals 
  Jeanette Marchiafava, City Clerk 
  Tom Wilson, Director of Community Development 
  Daniel Drake, Director of Public Works 
  Mike Tuller, Deputy Director of Community Development 
  Jim Seeba, Transportation/Stormwater Planning 
  Mark Law, Arborist 
  Jimmy Sanders, Site Review/Development Coordinator 
 
From:    Angela Cutler Rambeau, Planner, Community Development 
 
Date:  March 25, 2008 
 
Re:  Preliminary Agenda 
  Board of Zoning Appeals, April 15, 2008, 7:00pm 
 
Please be advised, the following petitions have been submitted: 
 

VARIANCES 
Agenda item/Location/ 

Applicant 
Request 

Approval of March BZA meeting 
minutes 

 

V08-006  - Deferred 
12220 Birmingham Hwy 
John Wieland Homes and 
Neighborhoods 

1. To allow a retaining wall to encroach in the 50’ undisturbed 
stream bank buffer (Article 6 Section 5.i.) 

2. To allow a retaining wall to encroach into the 75’ impervious 
setback (Article 6 Section 5.ii.) 

V08-008 
13480 Providence Lake Drive 
Richard Ruthven 

1. To allow an accessory structure (a garage) to encroach into a 
side yard (Article 5.1.3.I) 

V08-011 
13071 Hwy 9 
Staples, Bob Hermann 

1. To increase the maximum allowed square footage for a wall sign 
       (Article 33.26.1.G) 

 

V08-012 
2410 Bethany Bend 
Victor Siegel 

1.  To allow an accessory structure (a barn) to encroach into the front  
     yard (Article 5.1.3.I) 

V08-013 
15975 Freemanville Rd 
Robert Bohensky 

1.  To allow an accessory structure (a barn) to encroach into the front  
     yard (Article 5.1.3.I) 
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PETITION NUMBER(S): 
V08-008 

 
 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

 ADDRESS 13480 PROVIDENCE LAKE DRIVE 

 DISTRICT, LAND LOT 2/2 947 

 OVERLAY DISTRICT NORTHWEST FULTON 

EXISTING ZONING AG-1 ACREAGE 1 

EXISTING USE SINGLE FAMILY 

FUTURE LAND USE AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, & MINING 
DESIGNATION  
 

REQUESTED VARIANCE(S) 

1. To allow a garage to encroach into the side setback (Article 5.1.3.C.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPLICANT Richard D. Ruthven 
ADDRESS 13480 Providence Lake Dr. 
  Milton, Georgia 30004 
PHONE 770-318-7296 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF ANALYSIS 
STAFF CONTACT  ANGELA RAMBEAU  
678.242.2539 
 
Background: 
 
The subject site, 13480 Providence Lake Drive, is located in the Providence Lake Subdivision.  
The one acre site is currently zoned AG-1 and is within the Northwest Fulton Overlay District. 
 
The applicant, Richard Ruthven, is seeking relief from Article 5.1.3.C., in order to build a one-
car garage house within the 25’ side yard setback.  The applicant wishes to reduce the side 
yard setback requirement from 25’ to 10’.  
 
In his letter of intent, Ruthven states that a reduced buffer will allow him to build a garage as 
well as mitigate existing stormwater runoff  from the abutting property.  Mr. Ruthven explains 
that several other homes in the same subdivision have detached garages of similar size and 
location.  The applicant has obtained letters of support from adjoining property owners.  The 
subdivision’s Homeowners Association has approved this project.  The applicant concludes 
that this project will not only increase the value of his home, but his neighbors as well.       
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ADDITIONAL DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
The staff held a Focus Meeting on March 19, 2008 at which the following comments were 
provided: 
 
BUILDING PLAN REVIEW 
STAFF CONTACT MELISSA HENDERSON 
678.242.3292 

No heated floor area is permitted. 

SITE PLAN REVIEW 
STAFF CONTACT   JIMMY SANDERS 
678.242.2543 

The work appears to be out of all 
pond buffers. 

ARBORIST 
STAFF CONTACT   MARK LAW 
678.242.2552 

It appears that no specimen trees will 
be affected by this variance.  Any 
specimen trees removed will require 
recompense. 

DOT/STORMWATER REVIEW 
STAFF CONTACT  JIM SEEBA 
678.242.2559 

Staff has not substantiated whether 
the proposed project will have any 
effect on  the runoff from the 
neighboring property. 

 
Standards for Consideration: 
 
The applicant has indicated a justification for variance based on the following standard(s): 
 
1. Relief, if granted, would be in harmony with, or could be made to be in harmony with, 

the general purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Ruthven states that relief, if granted, would be in harmony with the rest of our community 
as many other detached garages of similar size and location have been built by other 
residents.   
 
Recommended conditions: 
 
Should the Board choose to approve the application, Staff recommends the following 
conditions(s): 
 

1. Follow all applicable erosion control measures. 
 
2. Obtain all required building permits. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  Letter of appeal, site plan, proposed front elevation, letters from adjacent property owners, aerial view of 
property 
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LETTER OF INTENT 
 

To whom it may concern;  
 
I, Richard D Ruthven, am applying for a variance to the north side setback for Land 

Lot 947 of the 2
nd 

District, 2
nd 

Section of Fulton County, Georgia and being known as 
13480 Providence Lake Drive, Alpharetta, GA 30004, according to the present system 
of numbering in and around this area, being more particularly described as Lot 77, 
Phase 1, of Providence Lake subdivision, as recorded in Plat Book 184, Page 44, Fulton 
County, Georgia.  

I would like the City of Milton to consider a variance to the side setback from 25’ to 
10’ on the north side of the above referenced lot. This change would allow me to build a 
detached garage on that side, as well as address water runoff issues from the abutting 
property. Relief, if granted, would be in harmony with the rest of our community as 
many other detached garages of similar size and location have been built by other 
residents.  

One issue that makes this request unique is the existence of a 10’ retaining wall on 
the property line in question. The addition of the requested structure would be all but 
invisible to my northern neighbor, as their house sits well above our lot.  

I have included signed letters of acceptance from all of my adjoining homeowners as 
well as from the Providence Lake Homeowners Association. I think this addition will 
increase the value of not only my home, but of those around me.  

 
Thank you for consideration  
 
Sincerely,  
Richard D Ruthven  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED FRONT ELEVATIOIN 
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13480 Providence Lake 
Drive 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A AA
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Picture 1:  Subject property 
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Picture 2:  Another view of subject property 


